ENDS AND MEANS
non-violence that the populations of the world can hope
to avoid that enslavement to the state which in so many
countries is already an accomplished fact and which the
threat of war and the advance of technology are in process
of accomplishing elsewhere. In the circumstances of our
age, most movements of revolutionary violence are likely
to be suppressed instantaneously; in cases where the
revolutionaries are well equipped with modern arms, the
movement will probably turn into a long and stubbornly
disputed civil war, as was the case in Spain. The chances
that any change for the better will result from such a
civil war are exceedingly small. Violence will merely
produce the ordinary results of violence and the last state
of the country will be worse than the first. This being so,
non-violence presents the only hope of salvation. But, in
order to resist the assaults of a numerous and efficient
police, or, in the case of foreign invasion, of soldiers,
non-violent movements will have to be well organized and
widely spread. The regression from humanitarianism,
characteristic of our age, will probably result in manifesta-
tions of non-vi9lent resistance being treated with a severity
more ruthless than that displayed by most governments in
recent times. Such severities can only be answered by
great numbers and great devotion. Confronted by huge
masses determined not to co-operate and equally determine4
not to use violence, even the most ruthless dictatorship
is nonplussed. Moreover, even the most ruthless dictator-
ship needs the support of public opinion, and no govern-
ment which massacres or imprisons large numbers of
systematically non-violent individuals can hope to retain
such support. Once dictatorial rule has been established,
the task of organizing, non-violent resistance to tyranny
or war becomes exceedingly difficult. The hope of the
world lies in those countries where it is still possible for
individuals to associate freely, express their opinions with-
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